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Dear Reader,

Itis now ten years ago that a short-lived political spring
broke out in the Arab world. As you well know, it did not
last very long. Today, Syria lies in ruins, Lebanon is in the
deepest crisis in its history, in Egypt the military rules with
an iron fist and Iraq is trying hard to get back on its feet.
For this issue, however, we did not ask what has generally
remained from the spirit of optimism of that time. Instead,
we asked our authors to tell us how they personally look
back on the past historic ten years. What did they gain,
what did they lose?
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The articles in this issue are personal, sometimes harrowing accounts from
Al-Hassakeh in Syria, from Beirut in Lebanon, from Erbil in Iraq, and from Egypt,
Palestine, Israel and Germany. Even though the authors speak only for themselves,
the articles show how battered, divided and desperate the societies in the Middle
East are and the immense challenges the people in the region are facing.

We thank all those who have given us such a revealing insight into their lives and
allowed us to share their concerns, but also the things which they draw hope from.
We join in their hopes that the Middle East will be allowed to find peace one day.

There is also a lot to report from the Schneller schools this time. It is amazing
that the people in charge keep on going despite all the frustrating circumstances.

Our sincere thanks go to them!

We would like to take this opportunity to express our heartfelt thanks to you,
dear reader, for supporting us in our work with our partners in the Middle East.

On behalf of the editorial team, I thank you for your interest.

: Decefiran. F,

Katja Dorothea Buck



I CONTEMPLATION

“Your labor in the Lord is not in vain”

n the inside of my office door at
Othe Near East School of Theolo-

gy is a piece of yellow paper, cut
out in the shape of a bunch of bananas.
Scrawled across this, in large letters, is the
single word, “Faithfulness.” It was one of
many such pieces of paper representing
apples, oranges, grapes, etc., each bear-
ing one of the “fruit of the Spirit” listed in
Galatians 5:22-23. They were prepared by
the Spiritual Life Committee for our annu-
al Fall Retreat many years ago, to serve as
reminders of God’s call to each of us to do
our partin enhancing the Christian com-
munity at NEST.

I'specifically chose this “fruit” to repre-

sent the essence of my teaching ministry
here, and I taped it to my door at eye level

But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness

and self-control. Against
such things there is no law.

(Gal. 5:22-23)

sothatl could seeit, and be reminded of its
message, whenever I go out to hold a class,
attend a faculty meeting, or simply mingle
with the students.

During my nine years (so far) of teach-
ing Islamic Studies at NEST, dozens of stu-

dents have taken my courses.  have sought
to help them better understand Islam, but
also to enable them to engage with their
Muslim neighbors in a humble and re-
spectful manner, to live out the love of
Christ in word and deed. Have I succeed-
ed? It’s...hard to say.

Sure, some of them appreciate our vis-
its to mosques or encounters with Muslim
leaders. Others are glad for our animated
discussions after watching a documentary
on the life of Muhammad, or the modern
impact of the Crusades. A few even thank
me for the quality of the reading materials
that I require!

But what happens when they leave
NEST and get caught up in the ups and
downs of parish ministry? Do they find
time and opportunity to help their con-
gregation build bridges of Christian
friendship with their local Muslim com-
munity? Such things might happen, but
rarely do I hear of them.

The apostle Paul must have wondered
about his own “success” among struggling
new Christians, like those in Corinth.
They failed to follow through on much of
whathe had taught them, and in First Cor-
inthians he had to admonish their selfish-
ness and remind them of how the gospel
must transform their character. Yet near
the end of his letter, he offered a strong
word of encouragement: “Always give
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labor in the
Lordisnotinvain.” (1 Cor. 15:58) I'suspect
that he was reassuring himself as much as
his readers!



Therefore, my dear brothers and
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing
move you. Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your
labor in the Lord is not in vain.

(1 Cor. 15:58)

We may never know, this side of heav-
en, the impact our ministry might have
on another person’s spiritual growth. Yet
God sometimes surprises us. A few weeks
ago, I received an email from someone
whose name seemed vaguely familiar. In
it I found a message from a fellow student
during my first year of university — 49
years ago! He lived on the same dormito-
ry floor as me, where I was the only Chris-
tian amidst a sea of young men who surely
represented all the vanity and immorality
of first-century Corinth. But Joe was dif-
ferent; he was searching for the real mean-
ing oflife,and was wondering if some kind
of philosophy or spirituality might be the
answer.

We spent many hours discussing God,
the Bible, and the way of salvation; yet
nothing seemed to convince him. Fol-
lowing that year, we lost touch - until
decades later when he Googled my name,
found my address, and sent me that email.
In it, he described how I had been one of
the mostimportant people in his decision
to follow Christ, and how he embarked on
a career of Christian ministry with other
university students. My seemingly fruit-
less perseverance made an impact that I
was completely unaware of, until now.

How many others have been touched
by God’s grace through my ministry over
the years — despite my many mistakes
— through my simple teaching, listen-
ing, or serving in small ways? God alone
knows. Someday, when all the saints gath-
er around the throne of Christ, I hope to
find out.

This call to faithfulness in the midst of
countless challenges is highlighted in the
famous seventeenth-century hymn by
Georg Neumark, “If Thou but Suffer God
to Guide Thee.” There, in the final verse,
we read the following lines:

Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving;
in all thy labor faithful be;

and trust His Word; though undeserving,
thou yet shalt find it true for thee.

God never yet forsook at need

the soul that trusted Him indeed.

When we’re wondering if our ministry
is really accomplishing anything, may
such words remind us that God is indeed at
work behind the scenes — even through us.

Peter Ford teaches Islamic Studies at the
Near East School of Theology in Beirut,
Lebanon.
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The hope of the survivors

The survival of people in Al-Hassakeh in North-East Syria

“I think that the most necessary quality
for any person to have is imagination.”
This is what Jean Webster wrote in her
novel “Daddy-Long-Legs” in 1912. In
the Middle East we just cannot imagine
that life can be simple and peaceful any
more.

n my graduation service at Near
O East School of Theology in 2016,

the President, Dr. George Sabra,
said these words: “They say to you, it is
time to leave the academic world, to leave
books and pens behind you and go to the
real world. But do you really think that
this world is real? It is distorted, it is noth-
ing like the world that God created. And
your duty as ministers is to go and preach,
teach and live compassion to the people
who are paralyzed by different circum-
stances.”

Can the Middle East live a future that is
not paralyzed? If one day this happened, it
would be a miracle, a miracle of reconcili-
ation, of reconciliation with the past with
the present, and a learning that shedding
the blood of brothers and sisters and neigh-
bors is nothing more than living under the
power of sin. We say that we cannot control
the past but we can control the future. I'still
do not think that this will work in the Mid-
dle East and especially in Syria.

The Syrian crisis started on the 15th of
March 2011. At that time, I was a student
living in Aleppo studying English. Living
away from my parents made it really scary
to hear that the war bells announced the
beginning of a new era for Syria, and at
such a moment, dreams may shatter or

Having faithin the
face of chaos, suffe-
ring and injustice:
women praying in the
Protestant church in
Al-Hassakeh.

new ones will arise. That’s when my dream
of a peaceful ministry was lost, and [ un-
derstood that God'’s call for me is to serve
during a traumatic time. I do not lie, it is
not easy.

And after finishing my major in Eng-
lish Literature, I applied to the National
Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon
(NESSL), to which my mother church in
Al-Hassakeh belongs, and started my the-
ological studies. It was never on my mind
to become a pastor, or let me say a female
Presbyterian pastor in an orthodox com-
munity. A pastor for a minor minority.
I thought that I would serve a church as

T URKE

Kurdish troops occupy the northern part of the
Al-Hassakeh governorate. The city of the same name
lies on the southern edge of the contested region.



an assistant, and sometimes I thought of
continuing my studies, but that was when
I heard that my mother church was left
without a pastor. This time, [ understood
the call of God as the “call of duty”.

I came back to Al-Hassakeh in July
2016 to find out that our entire commu-
nity had emigrated and the people I knew
had become refugees somewhere around
the globe. I found out that the people who
remained behind were mourning about
what had happened to the Christian com-
munity, and that the elderly had been left
alone. People cannot live under such cir-
cumstances, i.e., social, economic, and
mainly political. For this reason, I call
those left behind “survivors”.

Al-Hassakeh is an agricultural gover-
norate and it used to be good to live there.
Its people were known for their generosi-
ty and hospitality. In 2011, the Syrian cri-
sis started and many people started leav-
ing the city. From 2012 to 2015 there were
many kidnappings, Christians mainly,
and the kidnappers asked for a ransom.
Many others were killed. Later on, ISIS
tried to get into the city and reached a
neighborhood very near to the church.
Many packed their bags and left. Since
2012, Al-Hassakeh lives without electric-
ity. The people here buy their electricity

at a very high price from those who have
electrical generators.

Al-Hassakeh and the North-East of
Syria was divided when the Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces (Kurdish) took control of the
infrastructure of the city and made a gov-
ernment inside a government. The young
people must serve in the military service
for the Kurdish forces and the Syrian Gov-
ernment. If they work with the cross-bor-
der NGOs on the Kurdish side, they may
earn a good salary but this makes them
traitors in the eyes of the Syrian govern-
ment.

Eight days with no drinking water,
no bread or food

3rd of July 2016 I will never forget this
date. It was the day I started my ministry
at the church. It was also the evening that
the clash took place between the Syrian
government and the Kurdish forces. That
night an RPG (rocket-propelled grenade)
hitthe room I was in with my family. I can
still hearits ear-splitting blast and the cha-
os it caused.

The fighting went on and at some point,
it never stopped. It was August 2016: That
fight made me and my family hide in our
bathroom for eight days. We ran out of
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water and food. I had my two little cous-
ins with me and I still remember reading
a book to them - “The Iliad” by Homer —
and playing board games to distract them.

After such a time, people either decide
to flee, or to stay stubborn and survive.
After that event, I understood that this is
where I have to be and that these people
need a church that can be for them a hope
center and a center for community relief.
The church needed to save what was left
of these damaged, broken, and lonely sur-
vivors. Paul writes: “For we who are alive
are always being given over to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be re-
vealed in our mortal body. So then, death
is at work in us, but life is at work in you.”
(2 Cor. 4:1-12)

Since then, the situation has continu-
ously deteriorated. People’s daily life can-
not be described, it is tearful. The normal
salary in Syria became less than US$25
while the need of any family of four peo-
ple to live on is at least US$400 a month.
Since the SDF controls the north-east of
the country, we are living under a siege.
Not even medication can reach the city.
We have no drinking water, no washing
water, no electricity, no good schools.
The people have not enough money to
buy healthy food and not enough money
to get clothing for the children or to pay
their tuition fees.

Therefore, I think now you know why I
said that even the imagination of a hope-
ful future has been taken from the peo-
ple. I know that after reading this, you
will have a sad face, just like the faces of
my people here, but I want you to smile

When church be-

comes a center

of hope and
mutual support
for the people:
Awomen’s group
of the congregati- |
onin Al-Hassakeh.

because only by smiling at the challenge
makes it possible for you to win.

My family gave me a German name,
“Mathilde” and itmeans “battle strength”.
I pray for this strength and I believe that
our Lord gives strength through love, and
I do love here. I love my church, I love
my memories here before 2011, and my
memories now are nothing but to see the
church winning over the survivors and
not forsaking them.

Itis a blessing to be a small community
with a wide and open heart

Let me share our church ministry with you
so I can leave you with a big smile. We are
achurch of 10 Protestant families; we were
always rejected by the orthodox Chris-
tian community for many different rea-
sons. But for the last 5 years, I can boldly
say that our church is experiencing a great



ecumenical movement. The church min-
istry covers many different groups and I
could mention them with numbers, but
the point is that they are all success sto-
ries of real individuals who live under the
above-mentioned turmoil butstill believe.

We minister to 275 children and to over
100 teenagers and young adults of univer-
sity age, and our ministry for women wel-
comes almost 70 ladies per week. That is
all in addition to bible studies, trainings
for the church co-workers, online train-
ings and many meetings, and the Sunday
worship service. In addition, we are called
to care for the people’s basic living needs.
Then with the aid of NESSL, the church
supports by distributing food parcels and
paying for medication and drinking wa-
ter and money to buy fuel and electricity.

And finally, there is our school, the
Arab Renaissance Private School, which

Sabbagh

opens its doors to almost 1000 students,
most of them coming from poor back-
grounds. And with the help of NESSL,
the church helps them to have a decent
schooling. This Protestant school is a pi-
oneer in the North-East of Syria when it
comes to education, learning system, car-
ing, and following up with the students
and their families.

It is a blessing to be a very small con-
gregation with a wide and open heart and
welcoming people on all levels. We pray
that our Lord may use us as instruments
for His Kingdom to reach different sides
and reconcile what needs love and com-
passion.

You may ask yourself why I minister
here? Do I not plan a better future for my
family? My answer is simple: My father
was an elder at the church and he passed
away in 2012. He left us at Sunday service
while he was sitting in the pew. He is the
one who built the church and he is the one
who worked as its principal to reach the
place where it is now. And he is also the
one who kept saying to me to not study
theology to see if I would really fight for it.

[cannotbutserve the place he loved the
most; we used to feel that the church and
the school were members of our family. I
cannotbutbe here, [ cannot but step in his
footprints and feel the peace that this para-
lyzed world is stealing from many. This
church is my Joy, Peace, Love and Hope.

Mathilde Sabbagh is pastor of the
National Presbyterian Church

in Al-Hassakeh (North-East Syria).
She is married with two daughters.
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You worry more if you can only phone

The privileges and burdens of living abroad

It is difficult to look back at the last ten
years. Too much has changed in the
Middle East. But it’s even more difficult
to look at your homeland from afar,
says Sally Azar who comes from Jeru-
salem, studied theology in Beirut and
Gottingen and is now doing her vicari-
ate in Berlin.

s a small child in Palestine, it was
Anot easy to understand what was

actually going on around us, why
we had to cross borders so often and con-
stantly show our identity papers. I grew up
in Jerusalem where you are surrounded by
borders, soldiers and police. My school,
the Schmidt School, is located at the Da-
mascus Gate in East Jerusalem. We often
had to stay longer at school because there
were demonstrations or brawls in front
of our school. Of course, you learn a lot
about your own history at school. But you
also find outalotabout yourself. And with
time, [ was able to understand the political
implications better.

It's not easy not really belonging any-
where. I am not a citizen of Israel, nor of
Palestine, nor of Jordan. I only have a so-
called laissez-passer, a travel permit that
allows me to fly from Tel Aviv. A Jordani-
an passport helps me when I want to trav-
el anywhere. But that doesn‘t make me a
Jordanian.

As a result, it was difficult for me to get
a visa for Lebanon so that I could study
there. Before I flew to Lebanon, I was told
I should pretend to be Jordanian when I
got there. Due to the political situation,
I should not mention Israel under any

circumstances. But this is unavoidable
among students. I was constantly asked
where I came from.

In Lebanon, I met so many wonderful
people and learned a lot about Syria and
Lebanon. It’s a strange thing: Geograph-
ically, our countries are so very close to
each other, but we don‘t know very much
about each other. It wouldn‘t even take
five hours to get from Jerusalem to Beirut
by car if it weren‘t for all the closed bor-
ders. I always had to fly via Jordan.

In Beirut I felt very comfortable and
much freer. There were no borders, no
soldiers, you could just go anywhere. Leb-
anon is a fascinating country. Whether
you‘re on the beach, in the mountains or
in the snow, everywhere is enchantingly
beautiful. It was even more beautiful with
the people I spent my time with. We came
from different countries, from Lebanon,
Syria, Armenia, Palestine, the USA and
Germany. It‘s hard for me to think about
those times, simply because it was such a
beautiful time.

Today, I can no longer meet my friends
so easily. But on the phone, they tell me
how Lebanon is slowly collapsing and how
much Syria is still suffering from the war
and its consequences. It breaks my heart
when I see photos of destroyed, empty
buildings. These buildings once had a his-
tory; these places were once places where
people enjoyed gathering together. Now
they are all just memories.

I know I am privileged to be able to
study and live in Lebanon and Germany.



Azar
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But after four years of not being able to be
with my friends, it makes me sad and an-
gry to be so far away. So much has hap-
penedin the lastyear: Lebanon’‘s econom-
ic crisis, the explosion in the port....

The step from Beirut to Germany was
a very big one, even though I grew up bi-
lingual and had been to Germany many
times before. Suddenly I was no longer in
an Arab country. I found it strange how
openly people talked about politics. Here
in the Middle East, you can only talk open-
ly with people you know. Butin Germany
it is not easy to talk about the situation in
Israel and Palestine either, because of Ger-
man history. People often ask me and then
I tell them about my experiences.

Looking at Palestine from a distance is
difficult for me. Because of the settlement
policy and the many arrests, the situation
has become very complicated. In the last
few years in Germany, I have only been
able to watch the news. My fear for my

ALy
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Sally Azar (centre) with fellow students at the graduation ceremony at the Near East School of Theology in
Beirut; on her right in a white dress is Mathilde Sabbagh who wrote the article on pages 4-7.

friends and family is greater than if I were
with them and experiencing the situation
myself.

When I talk about the situation in Pal-
estine, many people can‘tunderstand why
I'wantto go backatall. Butitis my country
and they are my friends and family that
I belong to and want to stand by. That’s
what I want to do when I'm a pastor. And
until then, Iwill notgive up hope thatone
day something can change for the better
in the Middle East.

Sally Azar
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Only a miracle would save us from this hell
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The eplosion (afastrophe of 4 August 2020 in the port of Beirut is a symbol for the colaps of the state.
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Over 8,000 buildings within a radius of 20 kilometers were destroyed or damaged.

The people of Lebanon are experienc-
ing suffering and bloodshed. They
know what war and civil war mean.
But what they are going through now
is worse than anything before, says the
Anglican Archdeacon Imad Zoroob
from Beirut and his words speak from
the heart of many Lebanese.

11 that I remember from my child-
Ahood is the crowded so-called shel-

ter, a prayer by candle light, and the
screams of the children at every incoming
bomb. Atthe end of the war, I left the shel-
ter and left behind all my teenage years,
but I was glad that we got through alive
and thought that the best is surely yet to
come... obviously I was kidding myself...
obviously I was wrong.

10

From that day onward, lots of things
happened, and that bright day which
I promised myself has not yet come to
this day. Lots of things have happened
in my lifetime and nearly on daily basis.
But surely the worst thing is that hope
of a brighter future for Lebanon or even
for our region was just a dream that will
never come true. Did we lose hope? In our
God, surely not, but in our leaders, that is
for sure and only a miracle would save us
from this hell.

Today, I'm supposed to reflect on the
previous ten years and its impact on the
church or even on St. Luke’s Center for
children with special needs. Surely, it is
expected from me to say how devastating
it was on every level; nevertheless, it was

Rashid Khreiss/unsplash



bliss, heaven on earth in comparison to
what we're living through today. Surely,
we have suffered a lot during those years
since 2011: We had ISIS and their fanatic
brutality, affecting the whole region, es-
pecially Syria which was devastated and
demolished.

No doubt, ISIS was the climate of the
agony back then when we were deprived
from visiting our All Saints Church mem-
bers in Syria for more than five years. And
the worst is the enormous number of ref-
ugees who came to the already wounded
Lebanon in their thousands, reaching
a million in numbers, causing a much
more serious economic crisis. When ISIS
was put to an end, we thought that things
would become better, but again the worst
was yet to come. Despite all of this, yes it
was bliss.

Now talking about the last three years,
to make the story short, a foreign online
news (Deutsche Welle) wrote on 11 March
2021: “Lebanon: Insecurity and despera-
tion as crisis worsens. People in Lebanon
are increasingly desperate amid the po-
litical deadlock, the financial meltdown,
rising poverty and COVID-19”. When
that article was published, the US dollar
was equivalentto 10,500 Lebanese pounds
(LL) which had lost 90% of its currency
value compared to the fall of 2019. At the
time [ am writing this article, i.e., in sum-
mer 2021, it is equivalent to 17,700LL.

Moreover, no medicine is available and
no fuel, no insurance works, the banks
have deprived us of our money, especially
in dollars. Above all, let us not forget the

cherry on the top of all this: the devasta-
tion of the port blast on the 4th of August
2020.

It's been more than a year that St
Luke’s center has remained closed be-
cause of Covid-19. All the money that was
reserved for emergencies has been nearly
spent, and the government is still not sub-
sidizing the center. Now our biggest fear is
how to reopen the center at all, because it
would be impossible to buy food for our
children, to fill up the tanks of our buses
to fetch the children from their homes and
bring them to us. We could not cover the
expenses of the center. Despite all the ago-
ny, some government representatives keep
saying us: “We are still scratching the sur-
face, and the worst is yet to come.”

But we are Christians and we believe in
the Almighty and will never stop saying:
“No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us.”
(Rom. 8:37)

Imad Zoroob is Rector of the Anglican

All Saints Church and Director of the

St. Luke’s Center for children with special
needs in Beirut.

11
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“... there are still ripples, spreading

far and wide”

The ups and downs of working with refugees

The effects of catastrophes and upheav-
als in the Middle East have always left
their mark on the Oriental communi-
ties in Germany. What is known as the
Arab Spring is no exception. But noth-
ing is left of the initial euphoria. In-
stead, the realisation is gaining ground
that only rational and constructive ap-
proaches will be able to overcome the
many challenges in the long term.

n 25 January 2011, I watched on
O TV as thousands and thousands of

people protested in Cairo’s Tahrir
Square. After two breathless weeks, the
unimaginable happened: For the first
time in Egypt‘s many thousands of years
of history, a ,pharaoh”, Hosni Mubar-
ak, was overthrown by the people. Peo-
ple‘s euphoria was boundless, including
my own and that of our Arab community
here in Germany. I was sure of one thing:
The spirit of submission had been released
from the bottle and would never be forced
back again. But what would that mean for
Christians?

Overcome with joy, I sat in front of the
television again one evening in Novem-
ber 2011. In the Cave Church in Cairo,
70,000 Christians of all denominations
in Egypt had gathered for a night of col-
lective prayer. Hope was growing among
Christians in the Orient: It would final-
ly mean equal civil rights for all; no one
would have to flee to the West any more.

But then the newly elected President
Mohammed Mursi, a Muslim Brother,

12

took a repressive, anti-Christian stance.
It slowly dawned on all of us that things
would not turn out as we had hoped. But
no one could yetimagine that vastregions
would soon be engulfed in terror, war and
atrocities.

None of this directly affected the Ar-
abic-speaking diaspora scene in Germa-
ny, which consists mainly of foreign-lan-
guage communities, labour migrants and
asylum seekers. A tsunami of hope swept
across the Arab world and the stones
thrown into the water in Tunisia, Egypt,
Iraq and Syria were and still are making
waves. They are even spilling over into
Germany. This tsunami has swept peo-
ple along like flotsam and washed them
across many borders all the way here in
Germany.

Refugee and oriental community work
has always been a mirror of the politi-
cal conditions in the Middle East, of civ-
il wars, religious shifts and radicalisa-
tion. Now the effects of the so-called Arab
Spring have reached us.

However, we did not receive demon-
strators drunk on freedom. Instead, we
were confronted with exhausted refugees
who encountered a helpless state and soon
the harsh reality setin: the difficulty of the
German language, long training courses...
For many, the arduous journey became too
long. I see people for whom there is no
spring, no blossoming, but rather people
withering, roots dying, cut off from their
own history and family. There are those



Arabische Gemeinde

A group of happy women. At a retreat organised by
day life and all its worries.

whose personalities are wasting away and
who retreat into the shell of the past.

On the other hand, I also see people
who, after the initial shock, pick them-
selves up and who, freed from the shack-
les of former dictatorships and old family
hierarchies, startliving new lives. Among
them are many women whose strengths
now come to the fore and who are often
more flexible. This sometimes leads to
problems in marriages when the woman
takes off and masters challenges better
than the man.

Many Muslims have also come to our
Arab communities since 2015, repelled
by an excess of violence and with a desire
for peace; others are curious about what
was previously forbidden; and quite a few
had dreams of Jesus. There were baptism
classes and baptisms. There was a feeling
of new beginnings. But here, too, disillu-
sionment followed; after one or two years,
most stayed away again.

At the same time, oriental Christians
who had been living here for many years
were struggling. When they came here,
there were no integration courses or lan-
guage courses. And then Syrian newcom-

the Arab community, they can get away from every-

ers, who had previously been part of a re-
pressive society, were getting everything
without any effort, including residence
permits.

The refugee workers who had previous-
ly given all they had become increasingly
exhausted; some were burnt out, disillu-
sioned and frustrated. From their point of
view, they only saw very limited progress.
They experienced people who did not
want to do any training but only wanted
to continue their old lives, only in anoth-
er country.

What is left after ten years? The reali-
sation that neither euphoria nor frustra-
tion helps. And the experience that the
integration of oriental Christians and
converts into the local congregations can
only be furthered in a rational, calm and
constructive way. Whether both sides are
ready for this must be seen on a case-by-
case basis.

The religious educator and Orientalist
Heidi Josua works as a consultant for the
Evangelical Salam Centre. She also works as
a cultural and language mediator in refugee
work in her home town of Weissach im Tal.
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Love and betrayal

Why an Assyrian woman returned to Iraq

Suzan Younan is unable to say exactly
when her passion for her country be-
gan. Her love for a homeland where she
was not born has been with her all her
life. Today, she calls the country her
parents left her home.

mia through history teachers in Ameri-

cawho told me that Assyria and its peo-
ple no longer exist. [ learned about the an-
cient city of Babylon through my parents
who spoke about a country that the world
no longer remembers. These teachings in-
furiated me as an Assyrian, and thatangry
spark lit the fire that would forever con-
sume my adulthood and every decision I
made.

I learned about the majesty of Mesopota-

In the early 80s my parents and two
older sisters were living middle-class or-
dinarylivesin Basraa. My father was a suc-
cessful oil geologist, and my mother was
arespected high school geography teach-
er. During a history lesson on Iraq, my
mother proudly told her students about
the Assyrians and how much our culture
had contributed to modern technology,
laws, inventions, irrigation, astrology and
so on, and then pointed out that she was
Assyrian and how proud she was of our
shared history as Iraqis and descendants of
Hammurabi, King Sencharib, King Ashur-
banipal and Queen Shamiram. If she only
knew that her history lesson would change
the course of her life forever.

On that same day, an inspector from
the Ministry of Education was observ-
ing classes and happened to hear what
my mother told her students. After class,
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the inspector pulled her to one side, ques-
tioned her motives and then reprimand-
ed her for mentioning that Assyrians ex-
isted. The inspector said that from that
moment on my mother must identify as
an Arab and teach her students the truth
about the history of Iraq. That was the day
my mother knew that there was no place
for her in Iraq and no hope for democracy
to raise her children.

It took six months for my parents to
leave Iraq for good, not knowing where
they would end up, or how they would
survive, but they believed that anything
was better than being told you do not exist
in your own country. Due to this type of
systemic erasure, ongoing genocide, and
daily denial in our ancestral lands, Assyr-
ians are one of the most widely scattered
indigenous peoples today.

In 1981 my parents emigrated to Ath-
ens where [was born. During my mother’s
pregnancy with me, she bid farewell to her
parents, brothers, relatives, and friends
many of whom she would never see again.
I truly believe that the pain and anguish
my mother endured during those months
took a toll on my creation.

We were eventually granted a visa for
Canada where we spent the next 8 years
learning a new language, culture, and
country. However, my parents knew that
ultimately, they wanted to live in the Unit-
ed States where there were large commu-
nities of Assyrians. My father was insistent
in his desire to raise my sisters and me with
our own people, so we would not forget
our language, customs, and history. After
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multiple attempts, my father was finally
able to move us to America in 1989.

We arrived in California when I was 8
years old, so I do not remember the strug-
gles and hardships that my parents and sis-
ters once again endured. However, those
emotions and fervor make up most of who
Iam today. I grew up in a very nationalistic
household. My father was always involved
with Iraqi politics and was a supporter
and member of the Assyrian Democratic
Movement - Zowaa, and my mother was
a passionate humanitarian who constant-
ly fundraised and worked for the vulner-
able communities in Iraq, especially the

Dressed in festive costumes, the Assyrian community gathers in Dohuk to celebrate the Assyrian New Year.
The young woman in battle dress bears the Assyrian flag on her upper arm.

Assyrians. Therefore, it was natural for me
tostepinto theroles of a political advocate
and a humanitarian activist. It has been in
my DNA from the very beginning of my
life. Ibecame heavilyinvolved in Assyrian
activism which led me to engage with oth-
ermarginalized communities in Iraq such
as the Yazidis, Mandeans, Turkomans and
Shabbaks who all also share the same fate
of being ignored by the United Nations,
international governments, and the world
in general.

In 2008 I decided to visit my homeland

of Iraq for the first time ever, with much
objection from my family. I went with §
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colleagues of mine to attend our AKITU
Assyrian New Year that takes place in Do-
huk from late March to mid-April. That
first trip ignited the flame of pride in my
heritage and my history. I took that flame
and ignited the fire within other young

Suzan Younan wants future generations to be
proud of their Assyrian heritage.

adults living in diaspora, creating an or-
ganization, GISHRU, with a mission to
take young Assyrians to our homeland
annually. In ten years, we have brought
over 300 young diaspora born Assyrians
back to tour our native lands and walk in
the footsteps of our ancestors in our trib-
al villages.

But it wasn’t enough for me. Four years
ago, I decided to move back full-time. I
chose to go back and create a home in the
homeland my parents had fled, to support
the Assyrian community and our birth-
rights. Throughout Assyrian history all
we have witnessed is ethnic and religious
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cleansing, genocide, oppression, and rac-
ism in our ancestral lands. We continue
to be collateral damage between the Arabs
and the Kurds for awar thatis not ours, but
on the land that is.

It’s hard to explain all that my coun-
try has meant to me, and now, living dai-
ly among my people, I know I made the
right decision. To date we have a total of
18 young Assyrians born and raised in
the West who have returned to Occupied
Assyria. I know it is a very small number,
however, for our nation it is huge. I hope
thatthisnumber will increase in the years
to come, and I pray that the country I love
will eventually learn to love me back.

Suzan Younan s regional representative for

Iraq and Lebanon for the Church of Sweden
in the worldwide church relief organization
ACT Alliance. She lives in Erbil, Iraq.

»The Last Plight«

From the USA where Suzan Younan lived for most
of her life, she spearheaded efforts to raise the
profile of the Assyrians, Yezidis and other ethnic
people in Iraq. In autumn 2014, she and two
colleagues returned to Iraq to assist in humani-
tarian aid, and to also film and document the
atrocities committed against the indigenous
and vulnerable people of Iraq. This resulted in
the 10-minute short film “The Last Plight” that
was screened in front of the United Nations and
the European Parliament and won several film

festivals. https://vimeo.com/112613760



Bitter infighting

The Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt is facing a severe crisis

Ten years ago, Egypt was one of the
hotspots of the so-called Arab Spring.
There has been much discussion about
political developments on the Nile, in-
cluding the role that the Coptic Church
has played or could have played. Out-
side Egypt, few people know that they
themselves face immense challenges.
Yet the internal infighting has already
led to the murder of an abbot.

The Coptic Orthodox church has been
facing a severe crisis since the passing of
the powerful Pope Shenouda III in 2012
due to deeply intellectual differences be-
tween the clergy on educational, admin-
istrative and doctrinal issues for the old-
estreligious institution in Egypt, to which
90% of the approximately ten million

Katja Buck

Coptic Christians in Egypt belong. This
poisoned atmosphere led Bishop Danial,
Secretary of the Holy Synod of the Coptic
Church, to say that there are some parties
inside the church that have personal inter-
ests which threaten the peace and stability
of church.

Since 2017 at the latest, there has been
no hiding the fact that the Coptic Church
is in crisis. In April of that year, the cur-
rent Pope Tawadros II signed a religious
agreement on the mutual recognition
of baptism between the Coptic Ortho-
dox and the Catholic Church. Since then,
when transferring from one church to the
other, the sacrament of baptism does not
have to be repeated, as was previously the
case. A group of Coptic bishops publicly

The fact that Pope Tawadros Il has an open ear for ecumenism was already evident shortly after he took office

in November 2012. Here, an ecumenical group under the leadership of the Egyptian Council of Churches with

Owe Boersma (2nd from left), the then Middle East Officer of the Association of Protestant Churches and
Missions in Germany (EMW), and representatives of the Anglican and Protestant churches in Egypt.
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accused their leader of wanting to subordi-
nate himself to the Catholic Church.

The sad climax of the differences was
the murder of Bishop Epiphanius, head
of the Monastery St. Maqgarius in Wadi
Natrun, in summer 2018. (Editor’s note:
The criminal court convicted two monks of
killing him and sentenced them to death. One
sentence was carried out in July this year. The
other sentence was commuted to life impris-
onment).

With the Covid pandemic, the crisis
has worsened, as is evident from the dif-
ferent ways of dealing with it. Some reli-
gious scholars consider the pandemic as
God’s punishment for mankind’s sins.
There is also a heated debate on how the
way Holy Communion is distributed can
be changed as a precautionary measure to
combat the virus.

There are two ideological currents in-
side the Coptic church: the first is a con-
servative, traditional and populist, which
is led by Pope Shenouda’s followers and
was very dominant and influential dur-
ing his tenure. They tend to monopolize
religious opinions and they place the ca-
nonical tradition and sayings of the saints
on the same level as biblical texts. They
are intolerant towards those who disa-
gree with them, towards non-Orthodox
churches in Egypt and all forms of ecu-
menical cooperation with international
churches.

The second currentis more enlightened
and less extreme, and the murdered Bish-
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Katja Buck

op Epiphanius belonged to this current.
Pope Tawadros I1 is also closer to this side.
He speaks about wanting to put internal
order within the house and has taken steps
towards administrative reform, including,
for example, excluding the most extreme
leaders from the circle of decision-makers,
attempting to solve thorny issues such as
personal status (editor’s note: for example,
divorce and marriage law), and improving
ecumenical relations with churches inside
and outside of Egypt.

In spite of the efforts of Pope Tawadros,
progress in implementing these promises
has been slower and is only taking place
in minor areas. The opposition of some
clergyis very strong and they use their op-
portunities to oppose the Pope’s decisions
and criticize his vision, accusing of heresy
those who think differently and who do
not agree with their opinion.



| Monastic cells at the Monastery St. Makarius,
% whose abbot Bishop Epiphanius was stabbed to
; death by two monks in summer 2018.

The Coptic Church has a lot to lose if
monasticism, educational issues and di-
aconal work can continue to be attacked
like this and allow this cancer to contin-
ue to spread in the body of the Church.
Rapid, surgical intervention is needed.
The Church today needs a radical cure, a
reform, to correct the relations between
clergy and lay members. The balance
needs to be redressed.

Within the Coptic Church, the con-
cept of religious reform has long been
linked to a historical trauma related to
what happened in Europe (ed.: Reforma-
tion, Enlightenment and secularization). The
destruction of the Orthodox faith and re-
ligious heritage is feared. But the context
is completely different. One must remem-
ber that the Coptic Church was a church
of the majority in its first centuries but, in
the course of time, it became the church of

a persecuted minority. And despite these
fears, the history of the Coptic Church is
richin stories of popes who initiated a real
renaissance. One of them is Pope Kyrillos
IV. (1816-1861), who was also called the Fa-
ther of Reform because he cared about ed-
ucation, established girls’ schools, intro-
duced printing and was tolerant of other
churches and religions.

Reform today must include the re-
vival of the Laity Council, which assists
the clergy in managing the affairs of the
church and its activities. The Council
should have strong powers and clear re-
sponsibilities to monitor decisions. After
all, the church’s role today is not only re-
ligious and spiritual, it is also active in so-
cial welfare, education, and economic ac-
tivities which all need more control from
church members.

Reform also requires a critical exam-
ination of the church’s discourse and a
clear demarcation between a claimed na-
tional role and a political one. Copts have
long criticized the political role played by
Islamic groups. They should not make the
same mistake. Forinvolvementin political
tasks makes the clergy vulnerable to po-
litical blackmail and pressure, and this in
turn harms the independence of the in-
stitution.

Ishak Ibrahim is a journalist and works for

the Egyptian NGO Egyptian Initiative for
Personal Rights.
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When cooperation is inevitable

Personal reflection on a decade of politics in Israel

This is such an interesting moment to
reflect on the past decade, writes Rabbi
Levi Weiman-Kelman. Most of the past
few years have been marked by a strong
sense of resignation. Today, however,
there is a cautious hope that something
could change politically after all.
Perhaps the Covid pandemic is also
responsible for this.

sense of political paralysis perva-
A;ied the past decade and was ex-
cerbated by the “Groundhog Day”
nightmare of the reoccurring elections.
Four elections in two years brought the
same deadlocked results. Neither of the
two camps was able to obtain a majority.
Itseemed impossible to get Netanyahu out
of office, despite widespread disgust at the
corruption and arrogance displayed by the
Prime Minister. But somehow Yair Lapid,
whom ten years ago, I and many others,
dismissed as an opportunistic but char-
ismatic windbag, displayed maturity and
wisdom, cobbling together a most unlike-
ly coalition that finally succeeded in evict-
ing Netanyahu from the Prime Minister’s
residence.

He did this by demonstrating an at-
tribute almost unknown in Israeli poli-
tics — humility. Putting his ego aside he
“anointed” Naftali Bennet as Prime Minis-
ter to achieve the greater good. (Lapid and
Bennet agreed that Bennet would be Prime
Minister for the first two years. Lapid would
then take over in 2023; editor’s note). Lapid

brought in parties from the right and left,
and for the first time in Israeli history, in-
cluded an Arab party as an active partner
in the coalition. It is impossible to predict
how long this unlikely coalition will last.
But it has demonstrated that leaders with
wildly different agendas can come togeth-
er to address challenges.

I suspect that none of this would have
happened without Covid. Who saw that
coming? A global pandemic that demand-
ed cooperation on the local, national and

Up to 500,000 people demonstrated
for more social justice in Israel
in November 2011.
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international level. That the pandemic hit
us during the nightmare of nationalism
and xenophobia unleashed by Trump and
Brexit and many other nasty players (like
Netanyahu and his partners) seems to me
like a bit of Divine intervention — but at
what cost!

It is impossible for me to reflect on the
pasttenyears from a purely historical per-
spective. I am also acutely aware of the
personal and professional changes that I
have experienced as well. These all seem
very intertwined.

First the big picture. In 2011 President
Katsav of Israel was convicted of rape and

Uwe Grabe

other misconduct. It felt like the rule of
law triumphed. No one was immune
from being prosecuted for bad behavior.
There was also a wave of social protests,
that brought tens of thousands of, mostly
young, Israelis to the streets. The repeti-
tive chant was simply “The people de-
mand social justice”. It felt like the poli-
ticians had no choice but to listen and to
respond.

It was also the year that all Jewish (and
some non-Jewish) Israelis came together
demanding thatthe government deal with
Hamas and attain the release of a young
soldier, Gilad Shalit, who had been held
in captivity in Gaza since 2006.

Alas, all of these turned out to be
ephemeral, temporary movements of lit-
tle political significance. Politicians con-
tinued to be corrupt with few political
consequences. The rule of law, it turned
out, certainly didn’t apply to Palestinians
on the West Bank. Israeli Arabs continued
to be treated as second-class citizens in so
many ways.

The struggle for human rights in Isra-
el and on the West Bank and Gaza is still
met with tremendous resistance among
the general Israeli populace that is unable
to overcome existential fears of security
when itrelates to the suffering of Palestin-
ians. Sadly, the Palestinian leadership has
notdemonstrated the ability to respond to
these fears, which Hamas cleverly manip-
ulates. And so, the vicious cycle of violence
and hatred tragically continues.

The leaders of the social protests were
quickly absorbed into mainstream polit-
ical parties. Gilad Shalit was released but
Israelisociety is more fractured and polar-
ized than ever. I want to believe that the
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One of many reasons for the wave of protests was
skyrocketing rental prices. Here on Rothschild
Boulevard in Tel Aviv, protesters set up a tent
village in July 2011.

new government hints that it is possible
to do things differently but it is too soon
to tell.

Professionally, a lot has changed for me
and for my congregation in Jerusalem. I
founded Congregation Kol HaNeshama in
1985 and was blessed to oversee its growth
and growing influence over the decades.
We became part of the fabric of Jerusalem
and anational symbol for liberal, pluralis-
ticJudaism in a country dominated by re-
ligious extremism. We were also a magnet
attracting Jews and non-Jews from all over
the word to experience our joyful worship
and commitment to inclusiveness.

Covid has changed all that. When Cov-
id disrupted international travel, visiting
groups became a thing of the past. At lo-
cal level, attending services seems quaint
and unnecessary when you can turn on
your computer and join a Zoom service as
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you prepare the Shabbat dinner. How do
we maintain a sense of community in this
new reality? It will take time tounderstand
how all this will play out.

My role in the congregation changed
dramatically when I retired. After thir-
ty-three years of leading a community, it
was clear to me that it was time for new,
younger leadership. This was not a simple
process. It was especially challenging for
me to hand over thelife’s work to someone
else. It was complicated for the congrega-
tion as well.  am happy to reportthatl am
thrilled with the young rabbi who is now
leading the congregation. He has been
especially creative in his response to the
challenges of Covid.

What will the next ten years bring us?
Covid has taught us that the unimagina-
ble worse-case scenario is possible. Rabbi
Nachman of Bratzlav said, “If you believe
that you can mess things up, you must be-
lieve thatyou can fix things as well”. I pray
that the next ten years will be filled with
learning from each other and rebuilding
our fractured communities and our ailing
world. With God’s help, this is possible.

Levi Weiman-Kelman is the founding rabbi
of Congregation Kol HaNeshama
in Jerusalem and the President of

Rabbis for Human Rights.



JLSS

Offspring ot the
Schneller Owls

Khirbet Kanafar (JLSS). The pair of owls
in the steeple of the Johann Ludwig Sch-
neller School (JLSS) has had plenty of off-
spring this summer. Five owl chicks have

hatched from the original seven eggs.
e ooy e A staff mem-
ber discovered
them in their
{ nest on one of
y the upper steps
when he went
to check on the
church clock.
Two of the chicks had fallen out of the
nest out of fear. Because they could not
yet fly, he carefully lifted them back into
their nest.

Director George Haddad attributes the
fact that there are so many owls this year
to the fact that farmers can no longer use
pesticides on the fields around the school
for financial reasons, which has a very
positive effect on the bird populations.
The factthat many Lebanese can no longer
afford the cartridges for their rifles, with
which they used to enjoy hunting birds,
also plays a good role here. The Bekaa
Valley, where the JLSS is located, is con-
sidered one of the most important resting
and breeding areas for migratory birds be-
tween Europe and Africa.

For the JLSS, the owls are a blessing. For
years, the school has had no more prob-
lems with mice. The pair of owls them-
selves have long since become accustomed
to the proximity to humans and also to the
fact that the bells ring from time to time
next to their young ones.

~ JLSS/George Haddad

NEWS FROM THE SCHNELLER WORK .

New child protection policy
atJLSS

Khirbet Kanafar (JLSS/EMS). The Johann
Ludwig Schneller School (JLSS) has sum-
marized its long-standing rules on child
protection in an official policy document.
On the one hand, it is about protecting
children from injuries caused by external
sources of danger, but on the other hand,
it is also about the relationship between
teachers and students inside and outside
of school. For example, teachers and in-
structors are not allowed to take students
they have in class in their own cars or give
them private lessons. Different rules apply
to children they do not have in class.

The policy also states that the school
should not be influenced by outside forc-
es in its decisions, whether in hiring staff,
business relationships, or performancere-
views of its students. Everyone at JLSS has

ey

Children and young adults should be able to grow up
self-determined and unscathed at the JLSS.
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the right to equal treatment, regardless of
gender, ethnic or religious background.

In addition, the child protection poli-
cy stipulates that no one may exert polit-
ical influence on the children and young
people or on colleagues. Politics may not
be discussed on the entire school campus.
What sounds like a very harsh restriction
to German ears must be seen against the
background of the political tensions in
Lebanon in general, where discussions
between supporters of different political
parties quickly spiral into violent confron-
tations.

Furthermore, it deals with topics such
as bullying, sexual abuse, but also how to
deal with homosexuality, which is a very
sensitive and taboo subject in Lebanon.
The policy stipulates that thisissue is dealt
neutrally and discreetly at the school and
that homosexual young people must not
suffer any disadvantage.

The policy also decisively addresses the
issue of gender equality, which is a high
value at JLSS. Boys and girls should be fa-
miliarized with this topic at an early age
so that they can later advocate for gender
justice in their contexts as adults.

Similarly, the policy is very progressive
on the issue of children from divorced
families. It is postulated that children
need a mother and a father, regardless of
what the respective confessional courts,
which pass judgements in family law in
Lebanon, have decreed in the individu-
al case. The school commits itself that it
will seek talks with parents who deny the
other parentaccess to their own children
on the basis of such a ruling, in order to
find a solution in the best interests of the
child.
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Within the entire fellowship of the
Evangelical Mission in Solidarity, the is-
sue of child protection is very high on the
agenda. For example, the Anglican dio-
cese in Jerusalem, to which the Theodor
Schneller School in Amman belongs, has
also developed a new child protection pol-
icy. Some institutions within the diocese
are already implementing it. EMS partner
churches in Indonesia and southern India
are alsoworking on a new child protection
policy for their institutions. The EMS is
currently building a platform for all those
interested in this topic as part of its “Child
Friendly Church” (CFC) concept.

More space for the carpenters

Khirbet Kanafar (JLSS). With the start
of the new school year, the carpentry
workshop of the Johann Ludwig Sch-
neller School (JLSS) will move into a large
hangar that has been completed in recent
months. The building that previously
housed the carpentry training had to be
closed unexpectedly because settlement
cracks had affected the statics.

Until the end of the last school year, the
workshop for the carpentry trainees had
been temporarily housed in the school
auditorium. The new hall was built with
funds from the Evangelical Association
for the Schneller Schools (EVS) and the
Evangelical Mission in Solidarity (EMS)
on a site between the school and the for-
mer farm.

Costs finally covered

Amman (TSS). The Theodor Schneller
School (TSS) has finally acquired a new
sewage system. This became necessary



because the Mutakamilah bus company,
which had leased part of the large prem-
ises from the TSS ten years ago, damaged
the existing sewage pipes during earth-
works. Shortly afterwards, the company
went bankrupt. For a long time, the ques-
tion was who would pay for the new sys-
tem. Now Mutakamilah has taken over the
costs for laying a new sewage system for
the TSS. However, the necessary permits
are still needed to finally connect it to the
municipal sewer under the main road in
front of the school.

Good start to the new school
year

Amman (TSS). The Theodor Schneller
School (TSS) has taken several measures to
ensure that pupils have a good start to the
new school year after a difficult time dur-
ing Covid. The children and young peo-
ple in the boarding homes will receive re-
medial coaching in certain subjects such
as Arabic, English or mathematics. There
will also be group programs on motiva-
tion, anger management, emotional and
social intelligence, self-confidence and
dealing with negative thinking. The chil-
dren will also receive social and psycho-

" The foundations

- of the new hall

@ already show how
large the new
carpentry building
will eventually be.

logical counselling through creative ac-
tivities. And finally, the educators want to
increasingly seek contact with the parents
or guardians of the children and young
adults in order to sound out the children’s
needs by organizing meetings with par-
ents or guardians to find the best possi-
bilities and ways for the children.

In the field of vocational training, the
TSS plans to contact large car manufac-
turers, such as Toyota, Isuzu and Kia, as
well as catering businesses, such as posh
restaurants and five-star hotels, so that
apprentices at the TSS can eventually do
internships there. Both the quality of vo-
cational training and the number of ap-
prentices is to be increased in all sectors.
The TSS wants to closely monitor trends
and new opportunities on the labor mar-
ket in order to possibly set up new pro-
grams or improve existing apprenticeship
programs.
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Support for the Ahli Arab Hospital

Donations amounting to 8,113 Euro
have been raised by the Evangelical
Mission in Solidarity (EMS) for the

Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza. The mon-
ey was provided to this institution of
the Anglican partner church of the EMS
for the treatment of people who were
wounded during the recent conflict in
May this year.

Stuttgart/Jerusalem (EMS). The clashes,
which were the heaviest in the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict in years, lasted eleven
days. Air strikes killed more than 260 peo-
ple on both sides, with several thousand
injured. In addition, the infrastructure in
the Gaza Strip suffered severe damage.

Reconstruction will
take many years, but
the economy and qual-
ity of life will continue
to suffer for along time
to come, writes Arch-
bishop Hosam Naoum
in a letter of thanks to
the EMS. Fortunate-
ly, the buildings of
the Ahli Arab hospital
were not badly hit, but
all the window panes
on the premises were
smashed by blasts in
the surrounding area.
The financial pressure
on the facility was im-
mense, however, main-
ly because additional
bandages and medicine
had to be procured for
the many wounded, the
generators to produce
electricity for the med-
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ical equipment were in almost constant
use and the entire staff was on continu-
ous duty and had accumulated overtime.

“Your donation will help us minimize
the financial deficit. It will help our doc-
tors, nurses, and all staff at the hospital
to cope with the crushing influx of pa-
tients,” writes Naoum (the Theodor Sch-
neller School in Amman also belongs to
his church).

(VAR
The Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza cared for many injured people during
the recent conflict.

EMS/Maurer
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Foundation earnings earmarked for language lab and monitors

Stuttgart (EVS). This year, the Executive
Committee of the Schneller Foundation
— Education for Peace decided to donate
€14,500 from the foundation’s earnings
to equip the lan-
guage laboratory at

neller School. The
Johann Ludwig Schneller School is to re-
ceive €5,800 to purchase monitors for the
classrooms on the upper floor of the new
carpentry workshop.

W SCHNELLER STIFTUNG -
the Theodor Sch- ‘M“ ERZIEHUNG ZUM FRIEDEN Ludwig

From the funds set aside by the Foun-
dation for “contingencies”, a maximum of
€2,000is to be made available on a one-off
basis for an exhaust gas measurement sys-
tem for the heating
system at the Johann
Schneller

School. The two Di-
rectors of the schools were connected
online to the meeting so that they could
report on the situation in their countries
and at the schools.

Short video on the Schneller
schools

Stuttgart (EVS). The Evangelical Asso-

ciation for the Schneller Schools (EVS)

produced a video for this year’s regional

mission festival, presenting the work of
| = 0 )

The children’s joy in their learning at the Schneller
schools is also evident in the YouTube film.

the two schools in an appealing way. The
four-minute video features a former vol-
unteer who talks about her service at the
Theodor Schneller School and about life
at the school itself.

The two Directors, Reverend Khaled
Freij from Amman and Reverend George

Haddad from Khirbet Kanafar, explain
why peace education is so important in
their countries and how this is implement-
ed at the schools. This film is highly rec-
ommended to all those who would like to
introduce their friends and acquaintances
to the special nature of Schneller’s work.
The video can be viewed online at
https://tinyurl.com/Schneller-Schulen

SiMO cancelled again

Stuttgart (EMS). In mid-August, af-
ter lengthy consultations, the Executive
Committee of the Study in the Middle
East (SiMO) programme decided not to
send any students to the Near East School
for Theology (NEST) in Beirut in the au-
tumn. This is the second time in a row that
an important project in the cooperation
with partners in the Middle East cannot
take place. Whereas last year the Coro-
na pandemic was the main reason for the
cancellation, this timeitis the devastating
situation in Lebanon.

By mid-August, it had become clear that
the country had no foreign currency at all
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Cordial invitation!

The Evangelical Association for the
Schneller Schools (EVS) invites all its
members and friends of the Schneller
work to the annual General Meeting on

 Sonntag

November

Unfortunately, this year’s general
meeting can only take place online. The
forecasts regarding the development of
the pandemicin the autumn are too un-
certain.

The Schneller Association would
have liked to invite everyone to an
in-presence meeting again. The Luther
Church in Fellbach had already offered
to host the meeting. The wife of Theo-
dor Schneller, Johannanée Allmending-
er, came from Fellbach. The two were
married by Theodor’s brother, Ludwig
Schneller, at the Luther Church in Fell-
bach. The Schneller Association is now
considering whether the joint service
with the Fellbach congregation can be
streamed so that anyone interested can
participate online.

All members will receive an official
invitation by post at the beginning of
October with further details.
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to import fuel. Fuel is not only needed to
transport goods but also to generate elec-
tricity. As a result, both communication
and medical care have suffered massive
disruptions.

Itis particularly tragic that the interna-
tional community has already promised
Lebanon considerable amounts of aid. A
conference of international donors had
pledged over €310 million in early August.
However, these funds cannotbe disbursed
until thereis a functioning governmentin
Lebanon to ensure that the aid reaches the
people. Butso far, all attempts at forming a
government have ended in failure.

Stuttgart (EVS). The postcard with the
Christmas motif of the glass windows at
the Theodor Schneller School in Amman

will no longer be
reissued. This is
why the sales of-
fice of the Evan-
gelical Mission
in Solidarity is
offering the re-
maining stock at
averyreasonable
price.

A pack of one
hundred post-

cards costs €10
plus shipping. It goes without saying that
you are free to make larger donations as
you wish. The postcards can be ordered by
email at vertrieb@ems-online.org




“Trust the new ways!”

Alumni reminisce

Anselm Kreh together with his wife
Susanne and their three children, was
head of training and technical director
of the Johann Ludwig Schneller School
(JLSS) from 2003 to 2006. Today, the
53-year-old works at the Waiblingen
vocational training centre and as a lec-
turer at the Ludwig-Schlaich-Akade-
mie. For many years he has been active
on the Executive Committee of the Sch-
neller Association, organises trips to
Lebanon and is also a synod member
in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Wuerttemberg.

What experience will you never forget from
your time at the JLSS?

The great hospitality towards our fami-
ly! Atthe end, one of my co-workers hand-
ed me the key to his flat and said: “Beit
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The Kreh family still has a good friendship with
the family of the director at the time, Riad Kassis.

beitak”. In other word, “My house is your
house”. I also remember when our neigh-
bour, a Syrian farm worker who lived in a
tent behind our house, brought us wool-
len blankets. She knew that we were al-
ways so cold in winter because of our

poor heating system. One tragic incident
was the death of a student who had gone
hunting with a friend at the weekend and
a gun accidentally went off. The problem
for the school was that a Muslim student
had shot a Christian student. The direc-
tor at the time, Riad Kassis, had to spend a
year negotiating between the two families
to avoid a vendetta. It was very touching
when the mother of the dead pupil later
gave birth to a son again.

Who would you like to meet again from that
time?

Due to the many trips to the school over
the past 14 years, I have been able to meet
former and new staff members again and
again. The time we spent together with
Director Riad Kassis and his family was
something special. Our two daughters
were like sisters. Their friendship is still
going strong today.

What is so special about the Schneller work?

You cannot praise the transparency of
the work, its interfaith and progressive ap-
proach highly enough. Thisis also evident
now during the pandemic and in the sit-
uation of uncertainty in Lebanon. What
is being done at the school deserves the
highest respect.

What would you advise someone going to
the JLSS not to do under any circumstances?

Beware of thinking that you can judge
and evaluate the situation in Lebanon.
One can only admire how the people there
are coping with a situation that is so diffi-
cult and inhuman. My advice: “Trust the
new ways.” That was also our song when
we left for Lebanon.
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MAGAZINE OR CHRISTIAM LIFE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Let us consider how we can stir up one another
to love. Let us help one another to do good works.

Hebrews 10,24
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